Oasis by Cloud, Barbara & Story, Lisa

Dear Friends of UNLV, 
We are pleased to present another issue of Oasis, the magazine of the University of Nevada, Las Vegas. As alumni, friends, faculty, and staff, 
you continue to be invaluable sources of support to the university commu-
ni ty. It is our goal to keep you apprised of UNLV's advancements through 
this publication by sharing the campus' good news in the following pages. 
We want to tell you about our outstanding alumni - some of whom 
may have been your classmates- who went on after graduating from 
UNLV to pursue interesting and successful careers. We want to acknow-
ledge the accomplishments of our exceptional faculty and staff, including 
their teaching, research, and programs. We also want to recognize the 
generosity and involvement of our friends from the local communi ty whose 
support has enabled the university to flourish in many areas. The pages of 
Oasis are filled with stories about the people who make UNLV a great 
university. 
We feel it is important to share their stories with you because, 
collectively, you all have helped to shape UNLV into the fine institution 
it has become. 
Sincerely, 
~f~ 
Lyle Rivera 
Vice President for Development 
and University Relations 
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Spring 1992 
A Tale of Two Authors 
Award-winning novelists Douglas U~tger and 
R ichard Wiley haJJe sha1'ed a passion fo1' JJ!1'iting 
since their college days together. Now, they have a 
new challenge: instilling it in others. 
BY DIANE RUSSELL 
Taking the Fight Out of Cancer 
UNL V biochemist Steve Carper researches the 
way cancer cells react to t1'eatment. 
BY TOM FLAGG 
From the Campus to the Capitol 
UNLV alumnus Jerry R eynoldson helps shape 
enJJironmentallan' as a legislative aide in the 
nation's capital. 
BY BARBARA CLOUD 
History in the Making 
The first official hist01')' of UNL V will offer 
perspectiiJe on the «road we've t1'avelcd" - plus 
some colmful st01'ies about the good old days, 
accordir~;g to historian Bob DaJJenpot·t. 
BY SUZAN DIBELLA 
Wit and Wisdom 
Las Vegas Mayor and 1miPersity mppo1·tc1' jan 
LaJJe1't)' jones believes good humor and good 
leadership go hand in hand. 
BY LISA STORY 
N ews 
Calendar 
Class Notes 
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University to Offer Master of Liberal Studies Program 
A new master of liberal studies pro-
gram -designed to allow students to 
pursue academic topics in a degree pro-
gram tailored to their individual inter-
ests- is now being offered at UNLV. 
Program director David Dickens said 
the topics of study available in the pro-
gram cou ld be as diverse as German 
literature, ancient Hebrew civilization , 
theories of evolution, or new u·ends in 
art and theater. 
"The possible range of topics is 
almost endless," Dickens said. "The idea 
is to allow a sn1dent to tackle a topic or 
issue that he or she finds particularly 
interesting and then examine that issue 
from a variety of academic perspectives." 
A student choosing to sn1dy ancient 
Hebrew civilization, for example, might 
look at the subject in terms of archaeol-
ogy, history, and sociology. 
Because of the cross-disciplinary 
approach of the program, faculty mem-
bers fi·om many colleges and depart-
UCCSN Libraries Awarded Grant 
for Computer Information System 
A $230,917 grant was awarded to 
UCCSN Library and Computing 
Services to help establish a $1 million 
computer information system that will 
be available to people tlu·oughout 
Nevada. 
The grant was award-
ed by the U.S. ~----
Department of 
Education 
through its 
College Library 
Technology and 
Cooperation Grants program, 
said Mary Dale Deacon, dean of libraries 
at U LV. 
providing a wide range of elecuwlic 
information services, including full texts 
of reference works and electronic 
journals. 
The new information system 
will be accessible in August 
James R. Dickinson 
Library 
from any terminal or 
work station on the 
UCCS1 telecom-
munications net-
work. Dial-up 
access wiLl also be 
available to users 
from their home or 
office computers. G 
ments will be in-
volved, said Dickens, 
who is also a sociology 
professor. 
All students are 
required to take a few 
core courses, but their 
other classes are 
tailored to their 
David Dickens 
chosen topic, which must be focused in 
one of four areas- arts, humanities, 
natural science, or social science. 
He said he expects that most 
students enrolling in the program will be 
people who have already established 
their careers. 
"Many people studied subjects in 
college that they round fascinating, but 
that didn ' t have anything to do with 
their chosen careers," Dickens said. "A 
program such as this provides those 
people with a chance to go back and 
study those subjects just for the pleasure 
of learning more about a topic that 
interests them." 
Because organizers expect that most 
students enrolling in the program will 
also be holding down full-time jobs, 
courses for the program will be offered 
at night. 
For more information on the master 
of liberal studies program, call Dickens at 
739-3322. G 
The remainder of the funding 
needed for the project wiLl be contrib-
uted by the University and Community 
College System of Nevada (UCCSN), 
Deacon said. 
Health Issue Hot Line Established 
The new system, called the Nevada 
Academic Libraries Information System, 
will offer people throughout Nevada 
ready access to UCCSN library on-line 
catalogs, electronic journal indexes, and 
government publications, she said. 
It will also serve as a gateway to 
other major on-line catalogs, such as 
those at the University of California 
System libraries. 
The project is the first step toward 
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A newly established hot line at UNLV 
will offer callers 24-hour access to infor-
mation on a variety of health issues, in-
dueling alcohol abuse, drug abuse, and 
AIDS. 
The hot line will provide those who 
call 11~th a choice of more than 70 
recorded messages. 
The hot line may be reached by dialing 
597-4679 or 597-4680 and then 
selecting a three-digit code for a specitic 
message. Copies of the brochure listing 
the topics and the code numbers may be 
obtained by calling Rex Purkins, coordi-
nator of UNLV's Dmg and Alcohol 
Awareness Program, at 739-3627. 
Among the messages available on the 
hot line are "Your Monev and Your Life: 
Cocaine Takes Both," ''Suicide: Facts and 
Myths," "Date Rape," "How to Quit 
Smoking," "What Is Alcoholism?" and 
"What Are the Symptoms of AIDS?" G 
Grant Funding 
Up atUNLV 
UNLV received 23 percent more 
grant funding for sponsored programs 
during fiscal year 1991 than during the 
previous year. 
Grant support for funded projects, 
including research, totaled $12 million 
for fiscall991, up from $9.7 million 
during fiscal 1990. 
An additional S2.9 million in 
Environmental Protection Agency 
funding for expansion of the Harry Reid 
Center for Environmental Studies 
brought the total grant funding for fiscal 
1991 to approximately $15 million. 
"Grant fimds, which come to us 
from federal, state, and local govern-
ment, as well as the private sector, make 
it possible for us to carry on important 
scientific and social science research," 
said UNLV President Robert C. 
Maxson. "Without outside support, 
much of our research would be impos-
sible." 
According to David McNelis, 
associate vice president for research, the 
projection for fiscal 1992 indicates that 
this growth in funding for sponsored 
programs will continue. 
"The rate of growth in research 
funding at UNLV compares very 
favorably with the national average, 
placing it in the top few percent of 
colleges and universities, in terms of 
growth," McNelis said. 
The federal government provided 
the largest portion of the research 
funding at more than $8.5 million . Of 
that, the Environmental Protection 
Agency provided $6.5 million, including 
funds for the expansion of the Harry 
Reid Center for Environmental Studies 
and for Superfund environmental clean-
up projects, biological studies, and 
visibility sn1dies. 
State government provided $1.5 
miLlion, local governments provided 
$560,000, and the private sector 
provided $1.6 million in sponsored-
program funding, McNelis said. G 
NEWS 
Construction is currently underway on the Harry Reid Center for Environmental 
Studies. a $4 million remodeling and addition project at the Marjorie Barrick Museum 
of Natural History. Pictured above is the artist's rendering of the project, which will 
turn one of UNL v· s oldest buildings into a modern facility for research. meetings. and 
education. The center is being named for U.S. Sen. Harry Reid because he was 
instrumental in helping the university obtain research and project funding . 
UNLV Receives Major Donations 
UNLV recently received tl1ree major 
gifts, one for tl1e construction of a 
sn1dent service building and two for 
support of academic programs. All of the 
donations came through the UNLV 
Foundation . 
The university received $4 million 
from tl1e Don W. Reynolds Foundation 
to support construction of a new 
student service building on the univer-
sity campus. Reynolds is tl1e founder of 
tl1e Donrey Media Group, which 
publishes tl1e Las Vegas RevielJ!-journal 
and operates Donrey Outdoor Advertis-
ing Co. in Soutl1en1 Nevada. 
UNLV President Robert C. Maxson 
said Reynolds' gift is tl1e second largest 
single gift UNLV has ever received. 
The student service building wiU 
contain such programs as the Student 
Development Center, Student Financial 
Services, Multicultural Student Aft1irs, 
Career Planning and Placement, Regis-
trar's Office, Disabled Student Services, 
and the Academic Advancement Program. 
Ur LV has also received a $2 million 
gift from tl1e fami ly oftl1e late Tom 
Beam to support music education in the 
College of Fine and Performing Arts . 
One ofUNLV's best-known donors, 
Beam died Sept. 3 at age 73. He \\'as a 
member of the UNLV Foundation 
Board ofTrustees. He contributed to 
tl1e construction of Frank and Estella 
Beam Hall , named for his parents, which 
houses tl1e business and hotel adminis-
u·ation colleges. His gifts also helped 
fund the Thomas T. Beam Engineering 
Complex and the expansion of tl1e 
Donna Beam Fine Art Gallen'. 
UNLV also received a S400,000 gift 
from the late Mary Doughertv, a long-
time Las Vegan, to endow the Honors 
Program. 
Maxson said the students in the 
Honors Program, which provides 
advanced courses of studv tor some of 
the nation's best young scholars, \\'ill 
benefit from Doughertv's gift for manv 
years to come. 
He added that an endowment of tl1is 
sort is particularly valuable to tl1e univer-
sity, because it guarantees tl1e perma-
nence of a very worthwhile program. 
Each year, the Honors Program 
admits 80 to l 00 new ti·eshmen. There 
are currently some 270 students in the 
program. G 
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UNLV Physics Professor Awarded Smithsonian Fellowship 
UNLV physics professor Victor 
Kwong, who is currently serving as a 
visiting professor at Harvard University, 
was awarded a research fellowship by the 
Smitl1sonian Institution to work on a 
project at the Smimsonian Asu·ophysical 
Observatory. 
Physics professor Victor Kwong with his ion 
trap in the UNL V Chemistry Building. 
Kwong, who specializes in laser 
physics at UNLV, is attempting to make 
complex measurements of silicon ions. 
These measurements require a working 
knowledge in particular areas of plasma 
physics, atomic physics, and laser physics. 
Scientists at Harvard have made 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
several unsuccessful attempts to get tl1ese 
measurements in the past six years. 
"If we are successful , tl1ese measure-
ments will be used by solar physicists to 
determine precisely tl1e electron density 
and temperature in the atmosphere 
around tl1e sun," Kwong said. "This will 
allow an accurate model of the solar 
atmosphere to be made." 
Kwong, who developed a unique 
"ion trap," which allows him to 
capture and study rapidly moving 
charged particles, has lectured on 
ion storage at the Harvard 
Smitl1sonian Center for Astrophysics 
and at Lyman Laboratory in 
Harvard's physics department. 
Kwong presented a paper 
concerning the use of his ion trap at 
a conference on "Atomic Processes 
in Fusion Plasmas" in Portland, 
Maine, last year. He was also invited 
to the Institute for Theoretical 
Physics at tl1e U niversitv of Califor-
nia, Santa Barbara to participate in a 
workshop on tl1e surface interaction 
of highly charged ions. 
Kwong has been a member of 
the UNLV physics department 
facu lty since 1984. G 
UNLV Named Up-and-Coming for Third Year in a Row 
For the third vear in a row, US. 
News and World Report 
has named •IIII!I!I'JI~~~~II!I-, UNLVone of 
Colleges, lists U JLV as tl1e number 
one up-and-coming university in 
the West in the regional colleges 
and universities category. 
the nation's "up-
and -coming" 
universities, 
UNLV President 
Robert C. Maxson 
announced 
recentlv. 
The news 
magazine's 1992 
edition of the book, 
America's Best 
4 + OASIS 
UNLV was also named as 
an up-and-comer in the 1990 
issue (second place ) and 1991 
issue (first place) of the 
college guide. 
"We are thrilled to be 
recognized as a rising star in 
American higher education 
tor the third consecutive 
vear by US. News and 
World Report," Maxson 
said. "At UNLV, we truly feel that we 
are 'up-and-coming.' It is most grati~' ­
ing to find that our colleagues at other 
colleges and universities agree witl1 us." 
This vear US. News and W01'ld 
Report based its college rankings on 
responses to a nationwide questionnaire 
by 2,425 college and universitv 
presidents, deans, and admissions 
officials. 
Up-and -comers are tl1ose institu-
tions that are judged by their peers to 
be advancing most rapidly, based on 
recent educational innovations and 
improvements. G 
ATaleofTwo 
Award-winning novelists Douglas Unger and R ichard Wiley 
have shared a passion for writing since their colleg e days 
together. Now, they have a new challeng e: instilling it in others. 
BY DIANE RUSSELL 
ILLUSTRATION BY TINA SMITH 
G athering late at night at The Mill bar in Iowa City 
or at a friend's home, tl1e 
group of aspiring young 
writers would talk and argue 
until tile early hours of me 
mornmg. 
The setting varied, but 
the topic was alwavs me same 
-writing. How to do it. 
And how to do it better. 
"Obsession" is the way 
UNLV associate professor 
Richard Wiley describes tl1e 
devotion he and his fellow 
University of Iowa graduate 
students had toward tl1eir 
writing. "We were hopelessly 
serious about it." 
Douglas Unger, now also an 
associate professor of English at 
UNLV, was part of that same Iowa 
Writers' Workshop back in 1974. He 
remembers well the frequent late-
night sessions in which he, Wiley, and 
tl1e other student writers would 
eagerly read and discuss each 
other's works. 
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Unger recalls it as "a conspiracy of 
writers." There the group would be, 
"over a jug of wine at ll at night, 
pulling out our manuscripts and reading 
them in too-loud voices." 
The after-hours, informal sessions 
were like a refueling stop for the 
graduate students, Unger says. After 
one of those gatherings, "I personally 
was good for another five or six days at 
the typewriter." 
Fast forward to 1984. Unger 
publishes his first novel, LeaJiing the 
Land, a book using the fictional 
experiences of a family of South Dakota 
turkey farmers to explore the effect of 
business conglomerate takeovers on 
American agriculture. For his first 
published novel, Unger is nominated 
for the Pulitzer Prize. 
Forward again, this time to 1986. 
Wiley publishes his ftrst novel, Soldim 
in Hiding, a book about two displaced 
Japanese-Americans in Japan during 
World War II. For his first published 
book, Wiley wins the prestigious PEN/ 
Faulkner Award for best American 
Novel. 
Somewhere along the way, the sleep-
less nights, the long, solitary hours spent 
hunched over a. typewriter, and the end-
less rewriting paid ofHor both of them. 
Each has had three novels pub-
lished. Wiley's fourth novel, set in West 
Africa and titled Indigo, is scheduled to 
be published later tlus year by E.P. 
Dutton. Unger is wrapping up work on 
a fourtl1 novel, titled The Disappeared, 
wluch is set in Argentina. 
Today, Unger and Wiley find tl1emselves consumed by a new 
obsession- this time it's an obsession 
shared bv a number ofUNLV English 
professors who are working together to 
develop a master of fine arts program in 
creative writing. 
In tl1at program, Wiley and Unger 
hope to kindle among young UNL V 
writers tl1e obsession and passion tl1ey 
tl1emselves felt about tl1eir work in tl1eir 
graduate school days. 
Botl1 men say tl1ey believe UNLV 
6 + OAS I S 
has an excellent opportunity to establish 
a first-rate program, one with a differ-
ence tl1at would set it apart from tl1ose 
offered at otl1er wuversities. That 
difference would be a creative writing 
program witl1 an international slant. 
"The whole idea of including tl1e 
world is not something tl1at's very 
common to American fiction," Wiley 
says. "American fiction tends to be 
inward looking." 
Both Unger and 
Wiley have spent 
substantial 
amounts of time 
living in other 
countries; they say 
those experiences 
have proved 
invaluable to their 
writings. 
A creative writing program witl1 an 
international emphasis could make a 
valuable contribution to American 
fiction and also provide a welcome 
alternative to tl1e regional writing 
workshops offered at some universities, 
Unger and Wiley say. 
They decry the trend toward 
regionalism, saying that instead of 
restricting tl1eir horizons, writers should 
be broade1ung them. Also, tagging a 
writer as being reflective of a certain 
region tends to pigeonhole tl1e writer, 
they say. 
Botl1 Unger and Wiley have spent 
substantial amounts of time living in 
other countries; they say tl10se experi-
ences have proved invaluable to tl1eir 
writings. Unger has written books set in 
Argentina, willie Wiley has used Africa, 
Korea, and Japan as settings for his works. 
"We feel tl1at it has been a great help 
to our writing and feel tl1at it's really the 
way an MFA program should go," 
Unger says. "Also, it would be a chance 
to establish sometlung at UNLV that 
doesn't exist anywhere else." 
Such a program, which is in the 
plamung stages, would involve bringing 
four foreign writers to UNLV on 
fellowships each year to participate in 
creative writing workshops. Students 
would be encouraged to spend a 
semester abroad and would be re-
quired to achieve fluency in a foreign 
language. 
Unger and Wiley say tl1e English 
department staff is excited about the 
prospect of such a program and tl1at tl1e 
administration has responded favorably. 
Establishing an international creative 
writing program at UNLV "has terrific 
potential," according to Wiley. "It 
could change the face of the whole 
university." 
"I tl1ink that tl1ree or four years after 
the program starts, our trouble will not 
be finding students, but deciding who 
to let in and who not to let in," he says. 
Wiley has been at UNLV since 
1989. The previous year he had 
returned to tl1e United States fi·om 
Kenya where he had been director of 
the Association of International Schools 
in Africa. Upon Jus return, Wiley settled 
in Tacoma, Wash., to finish his book 
FestiJial for Three Thousand Maidens. 
While there, he began looking for a 
Uiuversity teaching job. 
He looked into several openings, 
and, as he kept narrowing down the list, 
"UNLV just kept conung back as a 
most interesting place." 
"This place has a lot of energy," 
Wiley says ofUNLV. "Even though it's 
not a particularly new university, it's got 
tl1e feeling of newness. It's got the 
feeling of taking off." 
Unger joined tl1e UNLV faculty last 
fall after working for several years in tl1e 
creative writing program at Syracuse 
University. 
He says he felt that witl1 the creative 
writing program at Syracuse firmly 
established, Ius job tl1ere was done. 
Also, he wanted to return to the West, 
where he was born and where much of Ius 
work is set. 
Knowing that Wiley and otl1ers at 
UNLV were considering establishing an in-
ternational MFA program made tl1e open-
ing at UNLV an attractive one, he says. 
"There's anotl1er thing I've noticed 
just since getting here that makes me glad 
to be here and tl1at is that I tl1ink tlus 
Luuversity is a really, really good deal for 
its students," he says. Watching students 
at Syracuse pay as 
Richard Wiley , left. and Douglas Unger 
actor that gets the results the director 
wants." 
"I look at myself as having to do 
something to tl1e writer or to tl1e writing 
tl1at gets the result tl1at I think the 
young or developing writer should be 
working toward," he says. 
The young writer needs determina-
tion and a good story to tell, but does 
not necessarily need "talent," Unger 
adds. 
"I would like to take the word 
'talent,' where writing is concerned, and 
kind of put it aside. It sounds as though 
tlus is some gift of tl1e gods and some 
fairy godmother has waved a wand and 
this is a gifted person," he says. 
"I tl1ink tl1ere are people who have 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
much as $18,000 a year for an education 
and tl1en graduate facing major debt was 
discouraging, he says. 
While botl1 Unger and Wiley teach 
literature classes at UNLV, their bigger 
challenge is teaching creative writing 
workshops. Thev agree tl1at teaching 
creative writing is not an easv task. 
"You can teach technique, but I look 
at it more as though one can teach writing 
tl1e same wav a director can direct an 
actor," Unger says. "You direct writing, 
you don't teach it." 
Continuing the analogy, Unger says, 
"The eli rector oftentimes can't tell the 
actor what to do and have the result be 
anytlung tl1at is wortl1 anything on stage. 
The director has to do something to tl1e 
real stories to tell , and if tl1at person is 
motivated enough and works hard 
enough, that story just might make a 
published book," Unger says. 
Wiley says that in his experience, 
when young people say they want to 
write , that impulse comes from some-
where inside tl1em and is not entirelv 
wrong. 
"Most of the time that little pilot 
light isn't lying to tl1em," he says. 
"Whatever happens to it after that, of 
course, is a crapshoot and a matter of 
guts and hard work as well." 
Wiley says the one quality a writer 
absolutely must possess if he or she is to 
be successful is "the ability not to know 
when to quit." 
Both Wiley and Unger can tell tl1eir 
students a great deal about tl1e fi·ustra-
tions of writing and about tl1e need for 
perseverance. 
Wiley, who describes lumself as 
someone witl1 "a little talent and a lot of 
tenacity," worked six years on Soldiers in 
Hiding, a book of 199 pages. 
Rejection became a way of life when 
he began submitting the finished 
manuscript to publishers. It was rejected 
about 25 times before it was finally 
published. 
"Then, it ends up winning a major 
fiction award, which means that a lot of 
publishers are full of it," Wiley says. 
"They're just not really reading it or 
tl1ey're too scared or they're not really 
looking for sometl1ing new." 
After Lea11ing the Land was rejected 
for tl1e 16tl1 time, Unger gave up. At tl1e 
time, he was living in Washington state, 
so he decided to "patch together a living 
fi·om gill-netting for salmon and long-
lining for dogfish, and doing pick-up 
tea clung jobs." 
Then he was lured to work on a 
project for HBO tl1at required him to 
travel to New York. 
He was halfway down the muddy 
drivewav that led fi·om his trailer in the 
woods when he decided on a whim to 
take the manuscript witl1 him to New 
York. He slogged back up tl1e driveway, 
grabbed tl1e manuscript, and threw it in 
tl1e truck. Once in New York, he 
resubmitted tl1e work. A couple of 
montl1s later, it was accepted tor 
publication. 
"It happened when I least expected 
and least counted on it to happen," 
Unger says. 
Both Wiley and Unger sav tl1at they 
don't have to go looking for stories -
tl1e stories find them. 
"I have certain moments tl1at I know 
I want to have in the story, but tl1e plot, 
by and large, and a lot of tl1e character-
ization, comes out of the writing, not 
tl1e otl1er way around," Wiley says. 
"I always have, before I begin, a 
setting and at least one tairlv well-
continued on page 18 
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STEVE CARPER, A BIOCHEMIST IN UNLV's chemistry department, is trying 
to find a cure for breast cancer. If he suc-
ceeds, a great deal of renown will come his 
way. But he is the first to say that the kind of 
work he is doing in his lab - as important 
as it is- vvould be impossible without the 
quiet achievements of scientists who do 
pure research. 
Carper, who does applied research, is 
studying the way cells respond to stress. 
Although he is interested specifically in 
cancer cells, he explains that all cells -
bacteria, plant, and human -are continually 
bombarded by various stresses, and they 
respond in very similar ways. These stresses 
might include an increase in temperature, 
exposure to drugs, or the lack of a nutrient 
in the environment. 
When cells are stressed, by an increase of 
heat or otherwise, they respond by making 
---so-called heat shock proteins, which help 
the cells survive future stresses, Carper 
explains. While different s1:res 
shock proteins are almost always present i 
stressed cells. 
they [the proteins] are all very similar 
each other, so there must be something 
fundamentally important about them," 
Carper says. "This becomes clinically impor-
tant when you consider that we use clifferent 
kinds of stress to try to treat and eradicate 
cancer." 
continued on page 10 
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•king lhe Fight 
Out of Cancer 
UNLV biochemist Steve Carper researches 
the way cancer cells react to treatment. 
BY TOM FLAGG 
S PRI NG I992 + 9 
Common cancer treatments include 
surgery, chemotherapy, radiation 
therapy, and hyperthermia. In the last 
two of these u·eatments, when the stress 
is sufficient, the cancer cells die. 
"But some of the cells are left 
behind after these u·eaunents, and they 
express stress proteins," Carper explains. 
"When they receive a second su·ess, they 
are better able to survive . Those cancer 
cells that can survive the stresses can 
eventually go on to kill the patient." 
Carper points to a recent study of 
breast cancer patients in which the 
cancer had spread to their lymph nodes. 
Researchers found that those patients 
whose cancer cells expressed heat shock 
protein 27 (hsp 27) did worse clinically: 
their cancers came back sooner, and 
eventually the patients died from them. 
"Somehow, genetically, these cells 
that normally don't express hsp 27 
except following su·ess, expressed it all 
the time," Carper says. "So when stress 
was applied in the form of u·eatment, 
those cells could escape and go on to kill 
the patient." 
Following up on the observations 
that came out of that clinical study of 
breast cancer patients, Carper has 
genetically engineered cells to express 
hsp 27 constantly. He has found tl1at 
they are better able to withstand tl1e 
su·esses of heat and drugs, but not of 
radiation. Now Carper is u-ying to 
understand what it is about hsp 27 that 
protects cancer cells. 
"If we understood tl1e function of 
tl1at protein, we might be able to go in 
and knock out its function, which would 
make tl10se cells more susceptible to 
chemotl1erapy," he says. 
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
By studying the way cells respond to stress, UNLV biochemist 
Steve Carper hopes to find new and better ways to fight cancer. 
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Carper's work is funded by a 
$500,000, five-year grant from tl1e 
National Institutes ofHealtl1. He is 
collaborating with researchers in tl1e 
department of surgery at the University 
ofWisconsin, where he spent tl1ree years 
doing post-doctoral cancer research 
before coming to UNLV in August 
1991. He and his collaborators believe 
hsp 27 may be a valuable biomarker for 
breast cancer - and verv possibly otl1er 
cancers, as well. 
A biomarker, he explains, is some-
thing that is biologically present in a 
patient - in tl1is case, in cancer cells. If 
physicians knew the function of that 
matetial, it could provide tl1em valuable 
information about how to treat tl1eir 
patients. 
"Not all breast cancer is tl1e same," 
Carper says. "In fact, each patient has 
slightly different medical problems that 
have allowed a cancer to arise. A slow-
growing tumor may require one type of 
tl1erapy, while a fast-growing one 
requires sometlung different. If tl1e 
physician only knew what type of tumor 
a patient has, he or she would be better 
able to choose the best treatment." 
Carper and his collaborators have 
succeeded in isolating certain cells tl1at 
can recognize hsp 27 and kill tl1e cells 
tl1at over-express tl1e protein, witl1out 
damaging otl1er cells. This works with 
culture cells growing in tl1e lab, but 
Carper and his associates won't be sme it 
is ready for clinical testing on human 
patients until tests are done using an 
a1umal model. 
"The question is, will it work in an 
animal model in tl1e same way," he says. 
"If it does, then we would be ready to 
go on witl1 clinical trials in a couple of 
years." 
Animal modeling is done with nude 
mice - tlut is, mice that have no 
functioning immune system and, 
incidentally, have no hair. Carper takes 
human breast cells tlut he has geneticallv 
engineered to express hsp 27, and puts 
them into the nude mice, where tl1ey 
will grow tumors. He could not use 
regular mice, because their immune 
systems would recognize the implanted 
cells as foreign material and destroy 
them. 
"Once we successfully get a human 
tumor to grow in a nude mouse, we can 
take as many as 10 million cells from 
tl1at tumor and inject them into a slight 
variation of the nude mouse, known as a 
SCID mouse, which has been given a 
human immune system. We can tl1en 
have a human immune system tight 
human tumor cells, all inside a mouse," 
Carper says. 
Carper and his associates know they 
can preferentially kill hsp 27 -producing 
cells at the cellular level. The animal 
model will tell tl1em if it will work witl1 a 
functioning immune system and a solid 
tumor. 
"If tl1e answer is 'yes,' we are ready 
to go to the FDA and say, 'Look, it 
works in animals really well, and we'd 
like to ti')' it in patients, because we clunk 
it would benefit them." 
Although Carper's work appears to 
tl1e layman to border on tl1e miraculous, 
he modestly refers to it as "cookbook 
science." To accomplish tl1e fairly 
complicated process of genetically 
engineeting cells, he uses "a variety of 
techniques tl1at real scientists have 
developed and won Nobel prizes for." 
Real scientists> 
"What I'm doing is very much 
applied science," he says. "The people 
who a lot of times don't get tlie 
headlines are tl1e scientists who do the 
basic research. They don't get a lot of 
recognition, but it's because of all tl1eir 
hard work that I'm able to come in and 
do allmv research. They have gone 
ahead and made the patl1 really clear and 
easy to follow." 
Carper feels strongly about tl1e value 
of pure scientific research. 
During a recent conversation, 
he mentioned a newspaper item 
in which someone complained 
about tl1e federal government 
supporting research on stress in 
plants. 
"'Why would anyone care 
about stress in plants?' tl1is 
person wanted to know. Well, it turns 
out tl1at a lot of the ideas I got on tlus 
protein came from plant physiologists 
who have studied sn·ess in plants. The 
protein I am interested in is very 
abundant in plants," he says. 
"Now, you would never clunk tl1at a 
scientist working on stress in plants is 
actually doing cancer research, but tl1eir 
work directly impacts mine." 
C arper says that a lot of good, basic science is done before any applied 
research can happen. 
"The stuff that I do, altl1ough it's 
important, is sort of cookbook," he says. 
"I tlunk tl1e general public dunks 
science is fast, but it takes a long time to 
get all mis stuff done. That's why 
supporting basic research is very 
important- often in ways tl1at aren't 
obvious. The pay-offs can be very 
large." 
There is a significant amount of 
uncertainty for scientists, Carper says. 
Unlike technologv, in which tl1e 
application of sufficient funding will 
result in a better car or a faster airplane, 
tl1ere are no such guarantees in 
sCience. 
"In science, researchers are given 
money to do tl1e best job tl1ey can," he 
observes. "Some may hit the pot of gold; 
others Jut a brick wall. But vou never 
know. The path to tl1at brick wall may 
be very important to anotl1er 
researcher." 
Carper admits that, in tl1e grand 
scheme of things, hsp 27 might not be 
important. He hopes that he and his 
fellow researchers will be able to prove 
tl1at hsp 27 is a good biomarker tl1at 
clinics can use for screening patients. If 
he can figure out exactly what makes the 
protein protect cells, he may be able to 
develop a way of killing the cells tl1at 
produce it. He may discover tl1at hsp 27 
is a key to tl1e formation of all types of 
cancer. 
Or maybe not. 
"There may be some other protein 
that we're not aware of now tlut is 
much more important than hsp 27. But 
at least we are developing the tech-
niques, collecting tl1e breast tissue, and 
developing tl1e animal models. So if 
some smart guy comes along behind us, 
he can say, 'You guys were doing pretty 
good, but if you did it this way .... "' g 
S PRI N G 1992 + 11 
CALE DAR 
April • 1992 
1-10 Exhibit: "Annual Juried Student Show." Week-
days, 8am-5pm. Donna Beam Fine Art Gallery. 739-3893. 
2 International Film Series: "Torrents of Spring." 
7pm. Wright Hall 103. 597-INTL. 
Softball: UNLV vs. Cal Poly Pomona. l pm. Lady 
Rebel Diamond. 739-3207. 
2-12 University Theatre: "Too Close to the Sun." 
April 2-4 & 8-11 , 8pm; April 5 & 12, 2pm. Black Box Theatre. 
739-3801 . 
3 University Forum Lecture: "Philosophy and 
Computer Modeling of the Brain. " Paul Churchland. 
7:30pm. Wright Hallll6. 739-3401 . 
Softball: UNLV vs. New Mexico State. l pm. Lady 
Rebel Diamond. 739-3207. 
3-5 University Dance Theatre: "Dance '92." April3 
& 4, 8pm; April 5, 2pm. Judy Bayley Theatre. 739-3801 . 
Baseball: UNLV vs. Long Beach State. April3, 7pm; 
April4 & 5, lpm. Barnson Field. 739-3900. 
6 Chamber Music Southwest: Master class with 
Robert Bluestone, classical guitarist. 12:30pm. Artemus Ham 
Concert Hall. 739-3801 . 
7 Chamber Music Southwest: "Robert Bluestone -
Music for the Classical Guitar." 7:30pm. Artemus Ham 
Concert Hall. 739-3801 . 
8 Concert: Nevada Symphony Orchestra. 8pm. 
Artemus Ham Concert Hall. 739-3801 . 
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9 Interna-
tional Film Series: 
"The Aviator's Wife ." 
7pm. Wright Hall 
103. 597-INTL. 
University 
Forum Concert: 
"Sixth Annual Home 
Concert." University 
Chamber Chorale. 
7:30pm. Tam Alumni 
Center. 739-3401 . 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
10 Women's Tennis: UNLV vs. CS-Northridge. 
l :30pm. UNLV Tennis Courts. 739-3207. 
11 Festival: UNLV Fourth Annual Invitational Choral 
Festival. 9am & 7:30pm. Artemus Ham Concert Hall. 739-3801 . 
Track & Field: UNLV Invitational. All day. Partridge 
Track. 739-3207. 
Women's Tennis: UNLV vs. Fresno State. l pm. 
UNLV Tennis Courts. 739-3207. 
Celebration: Earth Day. Booths, speakers, food & 
entertainment. For details, 
call 739-3877 or 798-2168. 
12 Concert: "Judas 
Maccabaeus: George 
Frederick Handel." Musical 
Arts Chorus, Orchestra & 
guest soloists. 3pm. Artemus 
Ham Concert Hall. 739-380 l . 
Women's Tennis: 
UNLV vs. UC-Riverside. Noon. 
UNLV Tennis Courts. 
739-3207. 
13 Softball: UNLV vs. 
Pacific. lpm. Lady Rebel 
Diamond. 739-3207. 
16-18 Baseball: UNLV vs. 
UC-INine. Aprill6 & 17, 7pm; 
Aprill8, lpm. Barnson Field. 
739-3900. 
19-20 Softball: UNLV vs. 
UC-Santa Barbara. Aprill9, 
llam; April20, lpm. Lady 
Rebel Diamond. 739-3207. 
20 Exhibit: "An Issue of Water." Weekdays, 8am-5pm. 
Donna Beam Fine Art Gallery. 739-3893. (thru May 17) 
Fall Semester 1992: TOUCH registration begins. 
21 Baseball: UNLV vs. Southern Utah State. 4pm. 
Barnson Field. 739-3900. 
22 Master Series: Emanuel Ax. 8pm. Artemus Ham 
Concert Hall. 739-3801 . 
Jewish Film Series: "Fiddler on the Roof." 7pm. 
Wright Hall 103. 732-Q556. 
23 Ceremony: Honors Convocation. lOam. Artemus 
Ham Concert Hall. 
CALENDAR 
Sierra Wind Quintet 
April25 
••••••••••••••••• 
23 University Forum Lecture: "Christopher 
Columbus, The New World and the Old: A Discussion." 
John Fleming and Steven Greenblatt. 7:30pm. Beam Hall 
241 . 739-3401 . 
Community Concert: Dallas Brass. 8pm. 
Artemus Ham Concert Hall. 739-3801 . 
25 Ceremony: Dedication of Health Sciences 
Building. l 0:30am. 
University Forum Concert: "Recording in 
Progress (a performance)." Sierra Wind Quintet. 7:30pm. 
Artemus Ham Concert Hall. 739-3401. 
26 Concert: University Musical Society Orchestra. 
2pm. Artemus Ham Concert Hall. 739-3801 . 
Dance Concert: "Student Showcase Spring '92." 
2 & 4pm. McDermott Physical Education 302. 739-3827. 
27 Southwest Gas Series: Master class with Doriot 
Anthony Dwyer, principal flutist of the Boston Symphony 
Orchestra. 4:30pm. Alta Ham Fine Arts 132. 739-3332. 
28 Concert: UNLV Choral Ensembles Spring Concert. 
University Chorus, Chamber Chorale & Varsity Men 's Glee 
Club. 8pm. Artemus Ham Concert Hall. 739-3801 . 
Concert: UNLV Brass Ensemble. 4:30pm. Black Box 
Theatre. 739-3332. 
29 Concert: Chamber Ensemble. 4:30pm. Artemus 
Ham Concert Hall. 739-3801 . 
29 Barrick Lecture: "Product Liability and Con-
sumer Responsibility. " Ralph Nader. 7:30pm. Artemus Ham 
Concert Hall. 739-3801 . 
30 University Theatre: "Nine." Aprii30-May 2 & 
May 6-9, 8pm; May 3 & 10, 2pm. 
Judy Bayley Theatre. 739-3801 . 
Concert: UNLV Com-
munity Concert Band. 8pm. 
Artemus Ham Concert Hall. 
739-3801 . 
University Forum 
Lecture: "Zhengzhou Snap-
shots: Views of Contemporary 
Life in China 's Yellow River 
Basin." William Thompson. 
7:30pm. Beam Hall24l . 
739-3401 . 
May • 1992 
Ralph Nader 
April29 
• • • • • • • • • 
1-3 Baseball: UNLV vs. Fresno State. May l & 2, 7pm; 
May 3, 1 pm. Barnson Field. 739-3900. 
1-29 Exhibit: "UNLV Art Student BFA Exhibit." Week-
days, 8am-5pm. Tam Alumni Center. 739-3237. 
2 Festival: Desert Winds Band Festival. Al l day. 
Artemus Ham Concert Hall. 739-3332. 
3 Concert: UNL V Wind Ensemble. 2pm. Artemus 
Ham Concert Hall. 739-3801 . 
5 University Forum Lecture: "Japan-Soviet 
Relations in the Post Cold-War Era." Mayumi ltoh. 7:30pm. 
Wright Hall 103. 739-3401 . 
7 University Forum Lecture: "AZTEC: The 
World of Moctezuma. " Jane Day. 8:30pm. Artemus Ham 
Concert Hall lobby. 739-3401 . 
9 Softball: UNLV vs. CS-Fullerton. llam. Lady 
Rebel Diamond. 739-3207. 
11 Concert: Nevada Symphony Orchestra. 8pm. 
Artemus Ham Concert Hall. 739-3801 . 
15-24 Nevada Dance Theatre:"Las Vegas Suite." May 
15-16 & 20-23, 8pm; May 17 & 24, 2 & 7pm. Judy Bayley 
Theatre. 739-3801 . 
16 Concert: Bolognini Concert. 7pm. Artemus Ham 
Concert Hall. 739-3801 . 
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CALENDAR 
Commencement 
May 17 
•••••••••••••••••••• 
May • 1992 
17 Graduation: Commencement. 1 pm. Thomas & 
Mack Center. 
18 Summer Session 1: Instruction begins. 
21 Master Series: Elly Ameling with the Alexander 
String Quartet. 8pm. Artemus Ham Concert Hall. 739-3801. 
25 Exhibit: "Private Collections/Public 
Viewing: The Graphic Medium." Call for 
times. Donna Beam Fine Art Gallery. 
739-3893. (thru June 21) 
26-31 Rodeo: Elk's Helldorado PRCA 
Rodeo/Bull-Riding. Call for details. Thomas & 
Mack Center. 739-3900. 
30-31 Concert: "The Best of Broadway." 
Musical Arts Chorus & guest soloists. May 30, 
8pm; May 31, 3pm. Artemus Ham Concert Hall. 
739-3801. b 
\~ June • 1992 
8 Summer Session 2: 
Instruction begins. 
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25-26 Meeting: Board of Regents. 
9am-5pm. Tam Alumni Center Grand Hall. 
29 Exhibit: "Alfred J. Quiroz: Presidential 
Series. " Weekdays, 8am-5pm. Donna Beam 
Fine Art Gallery. 739-3893. (tentatively 
scheduled to run through July 26) 
July • 1992 
13 Summer Session 3: 
Instruction begins. 
31 Play: "Friday Knight at the 
Fights." 8pm. Judy Bayley Theatre. 
739-3801 . 
August • 1992 
25 Exhibit: "New York Photographers of the Eight-
ies. " Weekdays, 8am-5pm. Donna Beam Fine Art Gallery. 
739-3893. (tentatively scheduled to run through Sept. 28) 
31 Fall Semester 1992: Instruction begins. 
September • 1992 
12 Football: UNLV vs. Texas-EI 
Paso. Details TBA. Sam Boyd Silver Bowl. 
739-3900. 
19 Football: UNLV vs. Northern 
24 University Theatre: 
"Oklahoma!" Sept. 24-26, 30 & 
Oct. 1-3, 8pm; Sept. 27 & Oct. 
4, 2pm. Judy Bayley Theatre. 
739-3801 . 
October • 1992 
17 Football: UNLV vs. 
UNR. Details TBA. Sam Boyd Silver 
Bowl. 739-3900. 
31 Football: UNLV vs. San Jose 
State. Details TBA. Sam Boyd Silver Bowl. 739-3900. 
From the 
to the Capitol 
pus 
UNLV alumnus Jerry Reynoldson helps shape 
environmental law as a legislative aide in 
the nation)s capital. 
BY BARBARA CLOUD 
T HE FIRST TIME I MET JERRY Reynoldson, he was stirring a huge 
pot of chili over an open fire at Clu·ist-
mas Tree Pass, between Searchlight and 
the Colorado River. A group of us 
universitv folk had trekked to the scene 
to do our bit for the Christmas spirit of 
the local wildlife bv decorating the 
juniper trees with popcorn, cranberries, 
and crusts of bread. 
Reynoldson, then a UNLV student, 
had been invited by his mentor and 
friend, political science professor Dina 
Titus. In his lumberjack plaid shirt, 
hunkered down beside the fire, 
Reynoldson looked right at home. 
This image accompanied me as, four 
vears later, I passed through high-tech 
secmit:y and found mv way to his office 
on the third floor of the U.S. Senate's 
Hart Office Building in Washington, D.C. 
How, I wondered, would Reynoldson, 
now a legislative assistant to Nevada's 
U.S. Sen. Harry Reid , make the transition 
from Nevada's wide open spaces to the 
Capitol's corridors of power? 
Exu·aordinarily well, as it turns out. 
This man who loves his rural roots is 
thriving in the heady atmosphere of 
Washington. His eyes take on a special 
sparkle, his voice an intensity, when he 
talks of participating in the legislative 
process. 
Reynoldson 's area of legislative 
responsibility is public lands, energy, and 
water - matters dear to most Nevadans. 
"I don't think I could have picked an 
area that I like more or feel I am better 
attuned to," the 47 -year-old UNLV 
alumnus says of his assignment. "I like 
working with the people who are 
involved in these issues - the forest 
service, ELM, and others. They are great 
issues, for me at least, being an outdoors 
person and concerned with the environ-
ment'' 
Reynoldson joined Reid's office on a 
full- time basis a year ago after serving as 
an intern there. (The internship was 
organized through UNLV's political 
science department. ) Previously, he had 
served in the U.S. Armv, attended the 
University of South Dakota, and then 
dealt poker and blackjack in Las Vegas 
casinos for about a dozen years. 
Five years ago a broken wrist 
sidelined him from the gaming tables, 
and he decided to return to college to 
finish his bachelor's degree in political 
science. One course led to another. He 
graduated trom UNLV in 1988 and 
went on to pursue a master's degree in 
the same program. He has since 
completed his coursework and thesis and 
expects to have his graduate degree in 
hand this Mav. 
"I've alwavs had this thing about 
political science," he says. "Back when I 
went to college the first time [at the 
University of Soutl1 Dakota] I didn't 
really know how to apply political 
science in tl1e real world, but I'm living 
prooftl1at you can." 
Reynoldson says that before he went 
back to school, he was like most citizens, 
sitting around carping about tl1e political 
process but feeli ng helpless. 
"I alwa\'S felt that if I could do 
anvthing about it or have some input 
close to where I could make a difference, 
I would. I always had it in tl1e back of 
my mind that if I could work in tl1is kind 
of capacity, I would - and it just 
worked out tl1at way." 
Reynoldson has been described as 
being adept at grassroots politics. "I was 
raised witl1 rural kinds of people," he 
says, "and I suppose my roots reflect 
how I deal witl1 people . I like communi-
cating witl1 tl1em out there, listening to 
what tl1ey think about things." 
But, he adds, referring to 
shepherding legislation on Capitol Hill, 
"This is the part of it I like tl1e best." 
The balancing of interests inherent 
in the political process intrigues 
Reynoldson. "Some of these issues don't 
have a clear cut right or wrong answer. 
There has to be a cooperative attitude. 
You can't look at tl1e environment as 
something tl1at's got to win and 
continued on page 21 
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The first official history of UNLV will offer 
perspective on the ccroad we )ve traveled)) -plus 
some colorful stories about the good old days, 
according to historian Bob Davenpor t. 
BY SUZAN DIBELLA 
A SMALL BAND OF EV ADA Southern University fi·aternity 
brothers - organized under the 
roguish moniker of"Mills' Marauders" 
after their leader, Chip Mills- plotted 
an elaborate strategy to steal a World 
War I cannon from the UNR campus 
in 1965. 
Their colorful caper failed just short 
of completion when a UNR security 
officer spotted them loacling the cannon 
onto a trailer for transport. UNR's dean 
of students at the time, who seemed 
amused by the escapade, ordered the 
fraternity boys released- without the 
cannon, of course. 
Though the attempted prank 
spawned the idea of a revolving trophy 
for athletic competition between the 
two schools, Mills' Marauders never 
gained much in the way of public 
notice for their mischievous effort at 
making a name for their small but 
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burgeoning school to the south. 
Yet, the pranksters will finally gain 
their small share of notoriety when their 
story, along with a host of others from 
the past 35 years of campus life, will be 
told in U LV's first official history. 
Commissioned by the UNLV 
Alumni Association, the history is being 
researched and written by U JLV history 
professor Bob Davenport, himself a 27-
year veteran of the university campus. 
"I've been here for nearly 30 years, 
and there are still so many things I never 
knew about this place," says Davenport, 
whose research specialty is Nevada 
history. He was granted a year's leave 
from teaching to research and write the 
book-length history. 
His preliminary work began last 
spring when he started reacting histories 
of other universities. 
"I found that private school histories 
are not nearly so interesting as those 
from public schools," he muses. 
"Private schools tend to write histories 
to promote the school, to put the best 
foot forward. They're generally not 
warts and all. Public schools are much 
more interesting because they involve 
more politics and per analities, includ-
ing the legislature and the community." 
He also found that most universities 
typically complete an inaugural history 
within their first 30 vears, indicating it 
is, in fact, an appropriate time for 
UNLV to undertake such a project. 
According to Davenport, the history 
will contribute to our understancling of 
the university in several ways. 
"A university history gives perspec-
tive on the road we've u·aveled, on the 
hardships we've endured, and the 
u·iumphs we've enjoyed," he says. "The 
alumni particularly can relive 'the good 
old days' with this history. And I think 
everyone will gain insight into how the 
university developed. " 
Davenport has alreadv finished 
writing a chronicle of the early years of 
the university, up to the dedication of 
Maude Frazier Hall in 1957; that period 
will form the first two chapters of his 
book on UNLV's history. (Davenport 
has since condensed those chapters into 
an article and submitted it to the 
Nevada Histm-ical Society Qjtarterly for 
scholarly publication .) 
The rest of the historv, which 
Davenport is still writing, will include 
chapters on the university's earlv 
expansion of both the campus lands and 
programs, student life during several 
notable periods, and each UNLV 
presidential adminisu-ation. 
Davenport hopes to paint a lively 
poru-ait of the campus, complete with 
spirited anecdotes about its people and 
events- like the one about the 
dedication ofFrazier Hall. 
"The community was fascinated by 
the dedication," he says. "We had a 
thousand people standing out here in 
the dirt. The Masons were tl1ere , 
sprinkling water and corn for their 
ritual, and tl1ere was a quartet singing 
Rock of Ages in tl1e background. The 
whole Boulder City High School Band 
was there, too. It was quite an event." 
Anotl1er of Davenport's favorite 
anecdotes was the one about tl1e 1955 
theater deparunent production tlut 
never made it to tl1e stage . 
"Years ago, when tl1ey 
wanted to put on one of tl1e first 
plays, they had a student typing 
up tl1e scripts for the play. In 
those days, there were no Xerox 
machines, just typewriters and 
carbon paper. Well, they an-
nounced one day that the play 
was off because tl1e typist had left 
school and taken the play witl1 
her. Thev asked if anybodv knew 
her whereabouts and if thev'd 
contact her because they couldn't 
hold the play without her. They never 
did have the play. " 
Davenport maintains tlut anecdotes 
of tl1is type show how limited resources 
were in those days. But, more important-
ly, they add a personal touch to the past. 
During the research phase of the 
project, Davenport spent a sizable 
portion of each day in the James R. 
Dickinson Library's special collections 
department, where he pored through all 
available material on U LV. He copied 
any pertinent information from U R's 
archives and conducted oral interviews 
with adminisu·ators, regents, faculty, 
and alumni from both ends of the state. 
He also used the student newspaper. 
"I have just tlnished perusing 35 
years of the Rebel Yell, the Yell, the 
UNL V Yell, the Annotated Yell, and the 
Yellin ' Rebel, and now it's back to the 
Rebel Yell. It seems incredible to me that 
the name has been changed so many 
times through tl1e years. This is a place 
tl1at craves traclition, but tl1e student 
newspaper hasn't had the same name for 
more than a few years at a time." 
Despite its numerous name changes, 
the student newspaper has been a 
fabulous tip sheet, accorcling to Daven-
port. It has contained or led him to 
many valuable stories. 
However, not all of tl1e leads he has 
pursued have panned out. There was one 
engaging rumor from an interview that 
Davenport was disappointed to find 
unu·ue. 
•••••••••••••••••••• 
Opposite page: 
Aerial view of campus, circa 
1959. Above: Nevada Southern 
University 1967 Commencement. 
Photos courtesy of Special Collections. UNLV library. 
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"Before we began offering in-sen·ice 
u·aining for Soutl1en1 Nevada teachers in 
the 1950s and '60s, word had it tlut 
Northern Arizona University was 
holding classes tor our students in their 
cars down at tl1e Colorado River. It was 
a great, colorful storv, but it just wasn't 
u·ue. It was Kingman where they met tor 
class. There may have been a tleld trip or 
an art class, but there were no classes 
meeting at the river." 
In addition to unfounded rumors, 
Davenport has run into his share of 
mvsteries as well. 
"One thing I'm doing is u·ying to 
find out what happened to UNR's 
Morrill Hall bell. It was exchanged as a 
trophv in basketball competitions very 
earlv on - like the Fremont Cannon is 
used todav in football. The bell was fi·om 
tl1eir [UNR's] oldest building, installed 
in the late 1880s. And it disappeared in 
Las Vegas in tl1e earlv 1970s. Six 
hundred pounds of bell , and it just 
disappeared. " 
Such colorful anecdotes bring 
animation not only to the historian's 
manuscript. Davenport himself is clearly 
delighted to share these tories when he 
talks of the project; they come to his 
mind effortlessly, almost arbitrarily. He 
smiles as he tells them, especially 
those about student activities. To 
Davenport, tl1ey seem to bring 
UNLV's past to life. 
At the same time, tall stacks of 
notes and Xeroxing on his desk 
attest to his high regard for 
documentation. Finding middle 
ground, he admits, will be his 
challenge. 
"I have encountered faculty 
who believe it is the historian 's job 
s imp!~· to tell what happened, to 
narrate the events, and not to 
interpret . But that's not tl1e 
historian's job. Obviou ly, we have 
limitations on what we can do. But we 
ask questions. Why did this place develop 
as it hasl What limitations have our 
presidents faced? Have they achieved 
tl1eir goals? I want to make it possible for 
people to understand how and why 
administrators, regent , and faculty 
behave the way they do." 
Though he plans to provide a 
thorough depiction of tl1e nearly 40 
years of university history, Davenport 
finds it important to weigh tl1e value of 
each fact, anecdote, and tatistic before 
including it in his manuscript. 
"It's not a decision of what to put in; 
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it's the decision of what notto put in 
that plagues historians. You just have to 
call it the way you see it." 
Looking ahead to the completion of 
his project, Davenport says he has ap-
proached the Universitv of Nevada Press 
in the hope that it ,,·ill publish UNLV's 
historv within the next year or so. He 
feels the time is definite!~' right for it. 
After all, he points out, the last 
history of the Universi~r of Nevada 
Svstem was published in 1974. "Even 
then, only about 15 percent of the text 
was devoted to UNLV." 
Judging from the abundance of 
reference materials, photocopies, manu-
script drafts, transcripts, and old 
photographs surrounding him, it won't 
be clifficult to surpass that, he adds with 
a smile. o 
A Tale of Two 
Authors 
continued from page 7 
defined character," he savs. "Then I'll 
have anvwhere from a half dozen to a 
dozen or so moments - 'touchdown 
points'- that I think the story will 
touch down on. Not scenes particularlv. 
Maybe just a line. 
"When I'm writing it, I follow it 
and see where it goes." 
But where it goes is not always the 
right direction. 
\Vilev savs he is used to false starts 
- "false starts, false midclles, and false 
finishes. Lots of dead-end streets. You 
know, it 's like a maze. You find the 
right way, but vou have to be able to 
recognize the wrong wav. 
"Sometimes you can spend a 
horrible amount of time going down 
what ultimately will be a dead-end 
street. Then vou ha\'e to go all the \\'a\' 
back. It can be prettv defeating," Wiley 
savs. "I have done it tor as long as a 
year. You get kind of suicidal when you 
realize that it's no good." 
Unger says that wrong turns are cer-
tainlv not unknown to him. But rather 
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UNLV historian Bob Davenport 
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than being a problem, they often are an 
integral part of the writing process. 
"I think you write at a story, and you 
think you know where vou're going and 
what you're doing," he says. "But, if the 
novel's worth anything at all, by the time 
you're a certain distance into the whole 
process, you realize that evervthing's 
changed and the story has changed. 
"You have to learn to live with those 
changes. You have to learn to throw what 
you think is your best work away and start 
over again. 
"I don't think a novel is knowable 
until you've gone through the process of 
writing and rewriting at least three times," 
Unger savs. "For me, it's a glacial process. 
It takes years." 
He recalls the time that a fire de-
stroyed half of a book he was writing. He 
went back to the first draft and started 
again. "I could just about see the pages 
[of the lost draft] in ti.·ont of my face, and 
I tried to reconsu·uct them, but there was 
always something missing, something 
wrong." 
Finally, he returned to Argentina for 
nine months to do additional research 
tor the project before starting to write 
again. 
When he sat down again and began 
rewriting, he took a whole new approach 
to the story. The new approach was so 
much better than the fi rst that he now 
thirties he was lucky that one draft burned. 
When a story is working, it propels 
itself along, Unger says. "But, then craft 
comes in and you have to know where to 
make it work when it doesn't want to. 
"Once a story's worki ng well , I think 
the author is the last person who should 
get in the way of it," Unger says. "The 
author should just let it happen." g 
Books by Douglas Unger 
~ Leaving the Land, Harper & 
Row, 1984, 277 pages. 
~ El Yanqui, Harper & Row, 
1986, 300 pages. 
~ The T~wltey War, Harper & 
Row, 1988, 230 pages. 
Books by Richard Wiley 
~ Soldien in Hiding, Atlantic 
Monthly Press, 1986, 
199 pages. 
~ Foofs Gold, Alfred A. Knopf, 
1988, 29 1 pages. 
~ FestiMl for Three Thousand 
Maidens, E.P. Dutton, 
1991, 226 pages. 
Las Vegas mayor and university suppor ter 
] an Laverty Jones believes good humor and good 
leadership go hand in hand. 
BY LISA STOR Y 
WHILE DRIVING RECENTLY with her children and her parents, 
Las Vegas Mayor Jan Laverty Jones was 
amused to hear her 12-year-old 
daughter's commentarv on the adults' 
lively conversation. 
"You all laugh a lot," her daughter 
observed . 
"You'll laugh like that, too, the day 
you learn to laugh at yourself," tl1e 
child's grandfather, and Jones' father, 
replied . 
The mayor agrees heartily with her 
father's advice; it has been his wise 
•••••••••• 
Las Vegas Mayor Jan Laverty Jones 
counsel on the subject oflaughter that 
has led her to develop what she consid-
ers one of her best u·aits - a sense of 
humor. 
An energetic businesswoman and the 
first female mayor of Las Vegas, Jones 
possesses a sharp wit and a spirited 
laugh. But, despite her light-hearted 
approach to life, she is very earnest 
about her job. 
"I believe you should always take 
what you do very seriously, but you 
should never take yourself too seri-
ously," she says. 
One endeavor Jones is serious about 
is her support of the University of 
Nevada, Las Vegas. As members of the 
President's Inner Circle, she and her 
husband, Ted, have given UNLV 
$5,000 annually since 1988. She is also 
an active member of the UNLV 
Foundation's Board ofTrustees, which 
governs the foundation and helps guide 
the university's academic fimd raising. 
"I really believe in the UNLV 
Foundation and what it is trying to 
accomplish," says Jones, a Stanford 
University graduate. "I support Stanford 
as an alumna, but I'm much more active 
in soliciting monies for UNLV because 
the university affects the community in 
which I live." 
Jones believes the university has 
undergone a metamorphosis over the 
past few years; she feels the goals she 
hoped to see UNLV attain when she 
joined tl1e foundation have already been 
achieved. 
"The institution has rebuilt its 
academic credibility, expanded and 
established several master's and doctoral 
programs, earned individual accreclita-
tion of some of the major schools, and 
created a real campus environment 
tlu·ough the addition of more dorms," 
says Jones, whose oldest daughter is a 
freshman at UNLV. The only tiling 
lacking at tl1e universi~' , according to 
tl1e mayor, is a law school. 
"We're losing a lot of our Nevada 
talent to law schools in other states," 
Jones says. She adds that a law school 
would not only enable Nevadans to study 
• ••••••••• 
S l'lii NG 1 992 + 19 
in their home state, but would also 
increase the academic credibility of the 
universitY. 
As an elected official trving to 
change the perception of the city she 
serves, Jones believes earning national 
respect for both the university and the 
community is no laughing matter. 
"Those who live here know the 
reality of Las Vegas is far different from 
what people percei,·e it to be. The 
university's growing reputation gives me 
something to showcase when I'm u·ying 
to prove those perceptions wrong," 
Jones says. "With its improved academic 
reputation, U LV also encourages a 
high quality of people and businesses to 
relocate to Southern Nevada, which 
gives the community a real pool of 
talent to draw from." 
In addition to supporting the 
university through the UNLV Founda-
tion, Jones also has guest lectured in 
university President Robert C. Maxson's 
leadership class for the past three years. 
"I tell the students that success is 
not really how people perceive you, 
rather success is how you perceive 
yourself," Jones says. "In politics, I find 
that is very important. Ifl base my 
decisions on everyone else's perception 
of what I'm doing, I' ll lose sight of my 
goals and objectives." 
One could consider Jones a master 
at seeing beyond public perceptions-
and changing them. Before running for 
office, she was best known as a car 
dealer who did amusing, occasionally 
silly, TV advertisements featuring her in 
rather unconventional situations, for 
instance, wearing a fairy godmother 
costume. 
What the public didn't see in those 
commercials, however, was Jones' 
extensive business experience. After 
working in the family business as a 
youth (as a cashier in one of her 
grandfather's Thrifi:imart stores in 
California), she went on to earn a 
degree in English and psychology from 
Stanford University in 1971. She then 
won a full scholarship for the master of 
business adminisu·ation program at the 
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University of Southern California. 
Jones turned down the scholarship , 
however, to help support her first 
husband, who was attending law school 
at the time. She took a job as a cocktail 
waitress and bookkeeper at a restaurant. 
Not long afterward, the owner of the 
restaurant asked Jones to join the 
corporate statf as director of human 
resources, a position that she says gave 
her extensive practical experience that 
"Those who live here 
know the reality of Las 
Vegas is far different 
from what people 
perceive it to be. The 
university's growing 
reputation gives me 
something to showcase 
when I'm trying 
to prove those 
perceptions wrong . " 
she values to this day. 
With several years of management 
experience under her belt, Jones 
returned to the family business in 1976 
as Thriftimart's director of research and 
development. In the early 1980s, Jones 
moved to Las Vegas, married her second 
husband, Fletcher "Ted" Jones, Jr. , and 
helped the growing companv develop 
the Fletcher Jones Management Group. 
And, as the car dealership's new 
spokesperson, she became a television 
commercial personality. 
"Before the election, it didn ' t matter 
that people perceived me to be the dippv 
blonde who did the commercials. It 
didn't matter because I knew what I had 
achieved in the corporation," Jones says 
of her pre-campaign image. "I think 
people inu·insically liked me and felt I 
was running for the right reasons, but I 
had to convince them I had the intelli -
gence to do the job." 
During her bid for office, Jones 
focused the public's attention on her 
business experience, and she presented a 
much more conservative persona in the 
Fletcher Jones television ads. 
Since taking office last vear, Jones 
has not served as company spokesperson; 
her television commercial appearances 
are now limited to public service 
announcements for charitable organiza-
tions. She acknowledges that while 
serving as an elected official, she must be 
careful about the message she projects. 
"It's been one of the most difficult 
things for me to realize because I have a 
tendencv to just go with something," 
Jones says about keeping her sense of 
humor in check. 
The mayor's staff often comments 
about her ability to stay calm and keep 
laughing even when things get tough. 
Jones insists lightheartedness and 
laughter are important tools in both the 
business world and the political arena 
because they keep her from taking 
her elf too seriously. 
"If you get caught up in yourself or 
in a circumstance, you can lose your 
objectivity. When you lose your objectiv-
ity, your decisions are going to be 
affected," says Jones, who admits there 
are times when she gets angrv, especially 
when dealing with some of the chauvin -
ism that still exists in business and 
politics. 
Although she has had to face some 
gender bias, Jones savs the only real 
continued on page 24 
From the Campus 
to the Capitol 
continued from page 15 
everybody else has to lose , because there 
are people who have been living in some 
of these environmentally sensitive areas 
for a long time." 
Reynoldson adds that sometimes he 
has to be creative in his role as facilitator. 
"You are looking over here at what 
people are drafting, and then looking at 
what you're trying to accomplish. You're 
also listening to people and trying to 
imagine what it is that you can do that 
they can live with out there and what wiLl 
give everyone some mutual benefit. That 
part is fun, and I hope I'm good at it." 
Reynoldson admits that moving to 
the urban surroundings ofWashington, 
D.C. has meant making some trade-offs . 
"I grew up in a hunting and fishing 
type of environment in Nebraska. And, 
after living in Nevada for nearly two 
decades, I love it out there in the 
Southwest. But Washington is a neat 
city; you gain a lot when you come to a 
city like this." 
He adds that he has found hunting, 
fishing , and backpacking opportunities in 
the area, as well as a wealth of museums 
and cultural events. 
"There are days when I long to be up 
in the Santa Rosas of northern evada, 
where you can see for miles. But the 
truth of the matter is, I'm really enjoying 
this. And it's not just because of the 
work. There are museums, plays, and 
other events on a continuous basis here. 
I find myself every few weeks drifting 
down to one of the Smithsonian 
museums where it's nice and relaxing." 
But it really is the work that makes 
Reynoldson hope for a long stay in 
Washington. 
"It's such a challenging place. You 
certainly are not surrounded by mediae· 
rity. It's so intense, busv, that I often 
come to the office and the day's over 
before I know it- and it's day in and 
day out like that." 
Working in a highly competitive 
environment can have its disadvantages 
though. Reynoldson acknowledges that 
having colleagues with degrees from 
places like Harvard and Princeton can 
sometimes result in academic one-
upsmanship. Reynoldson hanclles it all in 
a forthright , but easy-going manner. 
"Oh, when people say things about 
UNLV or Las Vegas, I just say, 'Oh, you 
hate yourself'cuz you're so smug, and 
you just wonder why we can be as 
accomplished and more relaxed about it.' 
I just tell them to go visit where we come 
from and see for tl1emselves. 
But at Titus's urging, he tried 
teaching. 
"It turned out to be wonderful. 
There are a lot of good young students, 
and it was a joy to interact with them. 
There were certainly some frusu·ating 
moments, too, because you see some 
who are ill-prepared and you wonder 
why. But the majority of students were 
good students, and I hope they are able 
to make the tie between what they are 
learning and what they are going to do." 
Reynoldson says he fi·equently tl1inks 
back to his classroom experiences as he 
goes about his assignments. 
"I'Ll be u·acking the Senate on 
my monitor," he ays pointing to a 
small TV monitor he uses to keep 
track of breaking news and Senate 
activity. "They' ll be talking about 
cloture motions, and I'Ll think 
about how we talked about that in 
class. This is nice, this is something 
you learned, and it's happening 
here. I just wonder how many 
young people understand that 
tl1ere is sometl1ing out there that 
they can grab on to." 
The UNLV grad urges 
politically minded young levadans 
to consider jobs in Washington, 
D.C. 
"There are jobs here for young 
people," he says. "I won't say tl1ey UNLV alumnus Jerry Reynoldson pay so much, but it's an exciting 
place to work. It's a great opportu-
• .................. . 
nity to come here for tl1ree or four 
"I feel very good about my UNLV 
degree," Reynoldson says. "I guess 
people who work very hard for a degree 
probably feel good about it." 
Revnoldson has seen UNLV fi·om 
botl1 sides of the classroom- as student 
and as instructor, having worked as a 
graduate teaching assistant while obtain-
ing hi master's degree. 
"When Dina [Titus] first suggested I 
should U\' for a teaching assistantship, I 
said I didn't think I wanted to work with 
young students who probably didn ~t care 
that much about school," Reynoldson 
recalls. 
years and get some experience." 
Although Reynoldson himself hopes 
to be a part of the Washington scene for 
more than just a few years, he isn't 
planning too far into tl1e future. Like the 
politicians they serve, legislative assis-
tants tend not to look beyond the next 
election. For now, he maintains, his 
fascination witl1 tl1e research, the 
meetings, and tl1e negotiations is 
enough to keep his longing for tl1e Santa 
Rosas at bay. 0 
Ba1'bam Cloud is au associate professor iu 
UNLV1s G1'emspun School of Communica-
tion. She is a 1'egular cout1'ibutor to Oasis. 
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'60s 
Paul B. Steffens, '65 BS Accoum-
ing, setws as a stafr supplv logistics 
otlicer tor the U.S. Nal'l·. His a11·ards 
include the Meritorious Service 
Medal ll'ith three gold stars, the 
Na\'1' Achincmem J\!edal, the Jv!eri-
torious Unit Commendation 
Ribbon, rhe Battle E Ribbon, the 
Vietnam Campaign Ribbon , and the 
Vietnam Sm·ice J\ledal. He and his 
ll'ife , Ba rbara, li1·e in Honolulu . 
Thomas Wilson, Jr., '67 BS 
Accounting, is the nell' assistant 
director of the Dcm·er district of the 
IRS. Prior to his current appoim-
mem, he setTed as chief of the 
qualin· assurance di1·ision in San 
Francisco. 
Thomas Brooker, '69 BS Accoum-
ing, is managing shareholder of the 
Las Vegas ottice of Katoun·, Arm-
strong & Co. His ll'itc, Angela 
DiVicino Brooker, '68 BA Hisrorv, 
teaches English at Chaparral High 
School. 
'70s 
Robert Cole, '70 BA Philosoplw, is 
an astrologer. His 1992 torccast can 
be read in the Dell Horoscope Year-
book. 
Janice Fallman Jolley, '70 BA 
Spanish , married her high school 
s11-cethearr in No1-cmber 1990 ali:c r 
redisco,·ering him at a Las Vegas 
High School class reunion. She and 
Craig live in Sacramemo, Cal i[ 
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Mary Campbell, '70 
Mary Mortimer Ca.n1pbell, '70 BS 
Education, is president of the 
Martex Energ~· Corp. She li l'es in 
Corpus Christi, Texas. 
Fred J. Samuels, '70 BS Hotel 
Administration, is club manager at 
the Hawaii Yac ht Club in Honolulu. 
Robert M. Wood, '7 1 BS Hotel 
Administration, 11·as promoted to 
l'ice presidem of operations and 
general manager tor the American 
Hotel in Atlanta in 1991. He also 
recei1·ed his certified hotel adminis-
trator ce rti ficate in 1991. He and his 
ll'itc , Mitzi Boettner Wood, '73 BS 
Business Administration, live in 
Fa1·erte1·ille, Ga. 
Malcolm Al·not, '73 BA Historv, is 
a Marine colonel. He participated in 
Operation Desert Storm and Oper-
ation Sea Angel while se tYing ll'ith 
the 5th Marine ExpeditionarY 
Brigade at Camp Pendleton, Calif 
Donna J. Dockery, '73 BS Hotel 
Administration, is a tood and 
be1·erage cost accoumam at the 
J\ lirage. She is also pursuing a 
master's degree in business 
admi nistration at UNLY. 
Lee A. Gates, '74 BA Political 
Science, is a Clark Cou nt\' District 
Lee A Gates, '74 
NOTES 
Court judge. He spent scl-eral vears 
in pri1·are I all' practice betorc 
becoming a judge. He is ma rried to 
Yvonne Atkinson Gates, '78 BA 
Political Science and Communica-
tion Srudics, '82 JVIasrer of Public 
Adminisuation, ll'ho is a member of 
the Clark Counn· School Board and 
is a research manager tor Clark 
Coulltl' 's soc ial sen·ices department. 
Lou.ise G. W. Crevelt, '74 J\lA 
English, wrote Slot Mncbiue Mnnin 
and Video PokiT Mmzin with her 
son, Dll'ight. 
Patricia Aim Watters, '74 BA 
Economics, '77 MA Economics, has 
finished her doctoral 1\'0rk in 
financial economics ar the Unive rsin· 
of California ar R.i1-crside and is noll' 
working on her dissertation. 
Richard Wright, '74 BA An, is parr 
owner of Gale Brvam Associates, a 
sales and marketing tinn in Seattle. 
Jon J. Clay, '75 BS Business Ad-
ministration, is an indcpendem tee 
appraiser with Timorlw R. J\lorse & 
Associates in Las Vegas. He ll'as 
tormerlv chief appraiser with the 
Clark Count\· Assessor's Otlice. 
Phillip H. Harrell, '75 BS Engi-
neering, is the nuclear engineering 
manager tor the Nuclea r Regulator\' 
Commission in Arlington , Texas. 
Stephen W. Turner, '75 BS 
Education, has his o11·n compmrr 
school in Reno and is a svstems 
analvsis consulram specializing in 
Microsoli: products tor Macimosh 
and DOS computers. 
Jim Pettis, '77 BS Finance , is l'ice 
presidem of risk managemem tor 
Mirage Resorts, Inc. He is also 
presidem of GNRAI Corp. , an 
insurance subsidiarv of the Mirage. 
Additionalil•, he Oll'ns ]. Pettis & 
Co., a risk managemem consu lting 
tirm. Pettis also serves on UNLV's 
ad1·isorv committee tor the lnstirme 
oflnsurance .md Risk Managemem. 
Randy Delelles. '78 
Randy DeLelles, '78 BA Music, '80 
Master of Music, teaches elememan· 
music tor rhe Clark Cou nt\' School 
District. He also writes music tor 
children. He tra1·els weekends and 
summers as a II'Orkshop clinician and 
has gi1-cn presemations in 21 stares. 
David Randel, '78 BS Hare! 
Administration, is director of 
marketing at Marriott's Orlando 
World Center, a Florida hotel and 
resort. 
David Randel, '78 
Timothy Shanal1a.n, '78 BA 
English, setYcd as l'ice presidem of 
Service Rooting & Sheet Me raJ of 
Martins1·ille, Va., umil 1991 when 
he became presidem of Marion 
Service Rooting and Air Condition-
ing Co. of Ocal.1, Fla. 
John Allen Hunt, '79 BS Account-
ing, is current!\' practicing !all' at the 
tirm ofNerzorg, Raleigh, and Hum 
in L1s Vegas. 
Homer Koliba, '79 J\lasrer of 
Business Administration, recenrlv 
returned from japan, ll'he re he 
taught graduate accouming courses 
tor the 'I BA program ott'crcd bv 
Chapman College. 
Jose Eulogio Perez, '79 BS 
Biology, is a residem phvsician in 
imernal medicine at Meharry 
Medical College in Nashville , Tenn . 
Judi Diana Record, '79 BA 
Poli tical Science, is an associate 
attornev at Fitzgibbons and 
Anderson in Las Vegas. 
Aylwin Tai, '79 BS Hotel Admin-
istration, is manager of the Chung 
Shan Hot Spring Golf Club in 
Hong Kong. 
'80s 
Jill C. Lucca, '81 M Nursing, '83 
BS Nursing, is attending graduate 
school , where she is majoring in 
critical care nu rsing. She keeps 
active in clinical nursing tl1rough 
reserve activitv witl1 the U.S. Air 
Force. She lives in San Antonio, 
Texas. 
CLASS 
Kevin Kramp, '8 1 
Kevin Jolu1 Kramp, '8 1 BA 
Chemistry, works as a pharmacist 
for Payless Drugs in Las Vegas. He 
received a degree in pharmacv fi·om 
Idaho State University, from ll'hich 
he graduated with honors in 1990. 
While ar Idaho Stare, he served as 
pharmacy class presidem and 
received several scholarsl1ips and 
awa rds. 
Susan Bouldin, '82 BS Marketing, 
is sa les manager at the Rio Suite 
Hotel and Casino. 
Ralph J. Citino, '82 BS Hotel 
Administration, is a sales executive 
for Meehan· Tooker Printing Co. m 
East Rutl1erford, N.j. 
NOTES 
Linda Kay Jacobs, '82 BS Business 
Administration, has been promoted 
to director of pol ice records for the 
Las Vegas Metropolitan Police 
Departmem. 
Mark J. Leonardo, '82 BS Business 
Administration , recentlv fo rmed a 
law partnership, Leonardo & 
Sanches, in Encino, Calif. He is 
licensed as an attornev in borh 
Nevada and Califo rnia. 
Michael J. Small, '82 BS 
Accounting, joined tl1e certified 
public accouming firm of 
O'Bannon, Dunn & Co. as a partner 
afte r nine years as a senior tax 
manager ar Deloirre & Touche. 
Duff William Kaster, '83 BA 
Chemistry, recentlv opened a 
cosmetic and general dentisrrv 
practice in Las Vegas. He earned his 
demistry degree from the University 
of the Pacific where he was prcsidem 
of the de mal honor society. 
Bill LaFollette, '83 
Bill LaFollette, '83 BA Criminal 
J usticc, is owner and presidem of 
Sierra Business Sen•ices in Carson 
Cirv. His company specializes in 
worke rs' compensation and 
unemplovmcm reprcsemation, 
insurance investigations, and 
business consulting. He previouslv 
sctTcd as director of operations tor 
the Nc1·ada Deparrmcm of Motor 
Vehicles. 
Adrienne Caudill Miley, '83 BS 
Hotel Administration, is chief 
concierge at the J\liramar Sher.non 
Hotel in Sama Monica, Calif 
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'80s 
Gerald Nichols, '83 BS Hotel 
Administration, was promoted to 
director of marketing for the Westin 
Resort in Vail , Colo., in 199 1. His 
wife, Michelle McCarthy Nichols, 
'83 BS Hotel Administration, is co-
publisher of The Guide to Couve11i11g 
011 Campus. 
Lisa Griffith Story, '84 BA 
Communication Studies, works as 
publications and events coordinator 
for the UNLV Foundation, which 
raises funds for the university's 
academic programs. She previously 
worked for EG&G Energy 
Measurements' communications 
department and for UN LV's news 
and publications oflice. 
~.' !I V "
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Lisa Griffith Story, '84 
Wit and Wisdom 
c ontinued from page 20 
C LASS NO TES 
Joni E. Ciliax, '84 BA Criminal 
justice, is director of insurance ,md 
billing tor ,, doctor's ottice. 
Kye-Sung "Kaye" Chon, '85 MS 
Hotel Administration, is an 
associate professor of horcl 
administration at UNLV. 
Bill Govan, '86 BS Hotel 
Administration, is director of 
catering at the Sonoma Mission Inn 
and Spa in Cali forn ia. In 1990 he 
was named the inn's manager of 
the year. 
Damencele 
DiPasqua. '88 
Damencele DiPasqua, '88 BS 
Business Administration, '91 
Master of Business Administration, 
is a marker manager with Citibank, 
Nevada. 
Judith A. Beat, '89 BS Education, 
wa~ awarded the 1990-9 1 New 
Teacher of the Y car award in the 
junior high school division alter 
her first year with the Clark County 
School District. A math reacher, 
Bcal taught at Fremont junior 
High School during the 1990-9 1 
school year, but now teaches ar Orr 
junior High School. 
Steve Evenson, '89 BA History, is 
attending the University of the 
Pacific's McGeorge Law School in 
Sacramento, Calif. 
Denyse Gehrig, '89 BS Nursing, is 
a U.S. Navy nurse at the naval 
hospital in San Diego, CaliC 
Todd Kovachevich, '89 BS Hotel 
Administration, has been promoted 
to tirsr lieutenant in the U.S. Army 
and is currently serving as executive 
oflicer tor headquarters battery, 
4th battalion, 3rd air defense 
arti llery in Kitzigen, Germany. 
Jeffrey Polaski, '89 BS Hotel 
Administration, is working for the 
Marriott Corp. ar Butler University 
in Indianapolis. 
'90s 
Kelly Bulgatz, '90 BS Accounting, 
is an accountant/auditor for the 
Las Vegas office of KPMG Pear 
Marwick, an accounting, 
consul ting, and auditing firm. 
Cheryl Hadley Durham, '90 BS 
Biology, has been accepted into the 
Stanford School of Medicine. 
Gaillard R. Peck, '90 Master of 
Business Administration, is an 
administrator at Pulmonary 
Specialists of Nevada. 
Edward A. Horwitz, '9 1 BS 
Finance, is a partner in Horwitz & 
Associates, a full -service brokerage 
house that provides investment 
advising and asset management. He 
lives in Evanston, Il l. 
disadvantage to being the first female 
mayor of Las Vegas has been the 
excessive scrutiny of her actions. 
mother of two teen-age step kids and 
three young children (aged 5 to 12 ), 
Jones says it is difficult for working 
mothers to reconcile their own personal 
goals and the needs of their fa milies. 
"You feel guilty all the time," Jones 
says, adding that kids often demand more 
from their mothers than fi·om their fathers. 
"My children's focus is not on where Ted 
is or isn't. Their focus is on where I am." 
because they have a su·ucture at home 
that allows them to be singly focused," 
Jones says. "Women can do several 
things at one time because they have to 
- men don't. And that's one thing you 
better keep your sense of humor about." 
"I really believe a man coming into 
this office would not have nearly the 
visibility in the media during the fi rst six 
months that l have had," she says. 
"Many more people seemed to have 
been waiting to criticize my performance 
and make statements about my abili ty -
or perceived lack of ability - to integrate 
effectively in a male structure." 
The real challenge for Jones has not 
been dealing with public opinion, but 
rather the demands of her family. The 
24 + OA S I S 
Because of the demands our cul ture 
places on women, Jones believes there 
will be a long transition period before her 
daughters arc on an equal playing field 
with men. 
"Ninety-eight percent of the CEOs in 
this country have full -time wives. These 
men can work 60 or 70 hours a week 
Despite the challenge of balancing a 
successful career and family life, Jones 
seems to have unlimited energy and 
enthusiasm. Again , she credi ts her father 
for giving her the drive to succeed and 
an appreciation for laughter. She stands 
by his advice that in order to have a sense 
of humor, you have to be able to laugh 
at yourself. 
"Until you can laugh at yourself in 
your own ridiculousness, you can't really 
move forward." G 
m-ten you're a 
''rising star'' in 
higher education, 
W"liat do you do for 
an encore? 
How about building new physics, architecture, and classroom buildings; 
opening the nation's only National Supercomputing Center for Energy and the Environment; 
offering new Ph.D. programs in history, computer science, and civil engineering; 
winning national championships in music and athletics; and, of course, 
offering academic programs receiving national and international recognition? 
Being named a "rising star of American higher education" by U.S. News and World Rep01rt 
has only made UNLV work harder to keep pace with an ever-growing population of young scholars. 
lJNIY 
Call the University of Nevada, Las Vegas admissions office for assistance in reaching the stars! 
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